ing appointments in connection with this Board:?Whitehall, September 23.?The Queen has been pleased to make the following appointments under the provisions of the Act 20 and 21 Vict., cap. 71, for the regulation of the care and treatment of lunatics, and for the provision, maintenance, and regulation of lunatic asylums in Scotland?namely:?Unpaid Commissioner and Chairman of the General Board of Commissioners in Lunacy for Scotland?William Hugh Elliot, Esq. (commonly called Viscount Melgund). Paid Commissioners ?James Coxe, Esq., M.D., and William Alexander Francis Browne, Esq., M.D. Secretary?William Forbes, Esq. The Queen has also been pleased, under the provisions of the above-mentioned Act, to appoint, by warrant under the hand of the Right Hon. Sir George Grey, Bart., one of Her Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State, Sir Alexander Charles Gibson Maitland, Bart., and George Young, Esq., Sheriff' of the county of Inverness, to be Unpaid Commissioners'of the General Board of Commissioners in Lunacy for Scotland.
Professor Agassiz.?The following correspondence (says the Boston Daily Advertiser) will be read with interest. It is gratifying to find that Professor Agassiz is so strongly bound to this the country of his adoption, that he is willing to forego the very flattering offer made to him, in the name of the Emperor of France, to accept an honourable appointment in that countrv. Both letters are characteristic. That The whole world considers the Jardin des Planus as the most important establishment in existence for the Natural Sciences. I have therefore felt the liveliest joy in reading your letter, and in receiving, by your offer, the proof so precious for me, that I am not forgotten in Europe. Unfortunately, your proposition finds me unable to accept it; for I could never sever abruptly the ties which for a number of years I have been accustomed to consider as binding me for the remainder of my days to the United States. Moreover, I cannot suppose that the instruction which was intrusted to M. d'Orbigny could be interrupted for a sufficient length of time to permit me to finish certain embryological labours which I have undertaken, with a view of comparisons with the fossils of the epochs anterior to our own, and which would lose all their interest if they should be left incomplete. I find myself, therefore, under the painful necessity of refusing a position which, in every circumstance, I shall always regard as the most brilliant to which a naturalist can aspire. It may appear to you strange that I should allow a few ovules and embryos to weigh in the balance which is to decide for the remainder of my life ; but, doubtless, it is to this absolute devotion to the study of nature that I am indebted for the confidence of which you have just given me a mark as signal as it is unexpected ; and it is because 1 would continue to merit this confidence for the future, that I have taken the liberty of entering into these details. Allow me also to correct an error that has been circulated in reference to myself. I am not French. Although of French origin, my family has been Swiss for centuries, and I myself, though expatriated for more than ten years, have not ceased to be Swiss. I beg your Excellency to receive, with the reiterated assurance of my lively regrets at my inability to accept the chair that you offer me, the assurance of my high consideration.
Louis Agassiz, Professor in the University of Cambridge, United States of America.
Cambridge, September 25, 1857-
